Hey Kelley,

Long time no see. I hope everything is going well for you and your family, especially during the holiday season. I wanted to give you a call last night, but I got tied up with some things involving my roommates. Anyways, how is everything up there? I noticed you’re the program director now. You know what? I always figured that you would be at some point.

Life in the military is definitely different than life on the outside, it may not be for everybody, but it can instill some great personal traits in people that are open to it.  Going to Afghanistan and Iraq gave me an opportunity to see a part of the world that most don’t ever view in person, however it makes you so thankful to live in a place as great as that we call home.  Here I am with just over a year left until my time in the service is over, 15 months to be exact. Time has flown by, just like time flew by while I was at Bridges. You were right; you told me one time that as soon as you start your real life and you start finding success that’s when life speeds up and if you don’t take time to stop and appreciate it, it will pass you by. 

I can’t believe that I first met you along with everyone else 4 ½ years ago. So many things have changed, but I want you to know that I never forgot what you guys did for me. The things you taught me: values, drive, family, the list goes on and on. I don’t know how often you hear this, but I can’t begin to explain how thankful I still am for everything you did for me. All those guys that are there right now won’t realize it until after they’ve left Bridges and have moved on. Because it’s after you have left and after the structure has been taken away, when there isn’t a therapist to talk to 24/7, when you’re on your own – that’s when everything you taught us comes into play.
Let me know if there is anything I can do for you. My cell number is [Edit]. Hopefully, I’ll hear from you soon. And if everything comes together I might be setting foot on Bridges soil again sometime this summer. Take care and send my best wishes to your family as well as the rest of the staff.

-Jon (01/09)

